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 “Those Who Come To Jesus Must Believe He Is Whom He Claims To Be And Is The Sole Mediator 

Between God And Men.  This Idea Is Simple Enough For A Child To Understand And Unless You Come 
With Child-Like Faith You Will Not Come At All” 

 
Read Mark 10:13–16; 10:17–31 
 

Again we find the inclusion of “little children (9:36).”  
The two paragraphs must be seen as a single unit.  What 
He instructs in verses 13-16, He illustrates in verses 17-31.  
There are two ideas in this passage; one is primary and 
the other secondary.  The secondary thought is 
sensitivity to the spiritual needs of children.  Children are 
to be encouraged in their faith walk with God.  Families 
have a primary responsibility to bring up children in “the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).  Local 

churches are to enable families in this endeavor by equipping the saints for this work of 
the ministry.  First Timothy 5:8 speaks of those who do not provide for their families as 
“having denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”  The context speaks of 
physical provision, but could not the same be said if parents/families neglect the 
spiritual discipline and instruction due to family?  The idea that Jesus would receive the 
children in His arms and bless them speaks volumes as to our responsibility and what 
ministry at a local church level should look like. 
 
The primary thought, however, is found in the lengthy illustration unpacking the 
instruction given.  The story is notable.  A rich young ruler approaches Jesus with a 
sincere question (v. 22; Luke 18:18).  The ultimate response to his inquiry is for him, “Go 
and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow Me" (v. 21).  Up to this point two ideas are prominent, one positive and the 
other negative.  First, what Jesus says is consistent with Mark 8:34-38.  Coming to Jesus 
requires letting go of everything we trust in and accept all that He is in its place.  
Second, what Jesus is not saying is a works or performance driven salvation.  It is not 
the keeping of the commandments or the giving up of anything that saves.  Jesus saves, 
but He only saves those who have nothing left.   
 
The rich young ruler still loved what he had, and this love for what he had was more 
than his love for who Jesus is and would do.  The following explanation to His disciples 
drives home this idea: unless and until “you receive the kingdom of God like a little 
child you will never enter it” (v. 15).  What this sounds like to those who would follow 
appears impossible.  In fact, it solicits the outcry, “Who then can be saved?”  Our Lord 
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rightly notes, “With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible 
with God.” 
 
Peter responds by saying, “We have done what you have requested (compare v. 21 with 
v. 28).”  Jesus assures them that His request is not outlandish and in reality they receive 
far more than they give up.  What they give up is self-deception and effort; what they 
receive is eternal life.  
 
The instruction ends with, “But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.”  The 
statement reflects the skewed perspective of man-centered theology.  Those whom we 
esteem “great” or first, stand the least chance of entering into the kingdom of God.  
Think of the contrast between the little children surrounding Jesus and the presence 
of the rich young ruler.  Who would we deem more important?  To whom would we 
give more respect?  The proverb is similar to that found in 9:35, “If anyone wants to be 
first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.”  What they hold in common is the contrast 
between man’s perspective on “greatness” or “first” and how God views such things.  It 
is the same idea in 10:43, “But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to 
become great among you shall be your servant.” 
 
It must be remembered how the instruction Jesus brought was similar to what they had 
heard throughout the Hebrew Scripture, but very distinct and thus different.  It is this 
distinctiveness and difference that caused His audience to be amazed and conclude, 
“He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes” (1:21, 22) and 
“What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, 
and they obey Him” (1:27). 
 
Regardless as to what their initial thoughts were concerning entrance into the kingdom 
of God, Jesus is clear.  One will come the way of the cross or they will not come at all.  
For those of us who profess Christ as Savior, we came the way of the cross.  If you did 
not fully comprehend the magnitude of what happened, reflect now on who He is and 
what He has done and give thanks.  If you have never come to Jesus by way of the 
cross, then today He invites you to come to Him in a faith that is child-like. 
 


